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Questions? Comments? Contact the 
Algonquins of Ontario Consultation 

Office or your local Algonquin 
Negotiations Representative (ANR)!

Overview
Canada Lands Company’s Wateridge Village at 
Rockcliffe is a new 310-acre master-planned 
community that celebrates both the legacy of the 
land’s history and the brilliance of modern urban 
design. With its close proximity to the Ottawa River, 
and its location just minutes from the downtown 
core, this is undeniably one of Ottawa’s most 
sought-after locations. A wide range of proposed 
residential product promises a variety of offerings 
to meet the needs of every major demographic. 
With its rich heritage aspect, a variety of retail 
and community amenity offerings, and beautiful 
parks and green spaces, this visionary community 
presents an unparalleled opportunity to live, work, 
learn, and play in one idyllic setting.  

Canada Lands Company has a long-standing 
practice of honouring the legacy of the sites we 
develop with commemorative elements such as 
thematic public art, signage, road names, park 
names, design of public spaces and rights-of-
way, and detailing in street furniture, fixtures, and 
pavement. Project marketing and branding is also 
developed with commemoration in mind.  
Canada Lands commemoration program at 
Wateridge focuses on the Algonquins on Ontario 
(AOO) and the military.
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Prior to European settlement, the former CFB 
Rockcliffe site was a territory of the Algonquin 
peoples within a much larger area of the watersheds 
of the Ottawa (Kitchissippi) and Mattawa Rivers. 
Its prominent location along a ridge overlooking the 
Ottawa River undoubtedly made it important for 
cultural, strategic, and transportation reasons.

The 2010 Algonquins of Ontario – Canada Lands 
Company Participation Agreement provides a 
framework for an ongoing relationship and the 
realization of mutual benefits as the former CFB 
Rockcliffe site is developed. Specifically, the 
Participation Agreement provides for:
• commemoration of the history and connection of 

the Algonquin people with the site
• Algonquins of Ontario engagement in all stages of 

the concept development, land use planning and 
detailed design

• the opportunity for Algonquins of Ontario to 
acquire a defined amount of lots or blocks under 
the municipally-approved plan 

Phase 1 of the redevelopment includes the following 
commemorative street naming related to the 
Algonquin presence:
• Chemin Wanaki Road: Algonquin for ‘at peace’.  
• Chemin Mikinak Road: Algonquin for ‘turtle’.
• Rue Moses Tennisco Street: Algonquin military 

veteran
• Rue Michael Stoqua Street: Algonquin military 

veteran

Future phases will include three Algonquin 
commemorative parks with the proposed names 
below:
• Parc Kishkabika Park:, Algonquin word for “rock 

cliff”, as this park is situated at the northern 
escarpment of the site  

• Parc Mieshimin Park:  Algonquin for “acorn of 
white oak”, chosen to reference the three mature 
Bur Oaks in the Park

• Tanakiwin (Northeast Woods): Algonquin for “our 
home” 

Future phases will also have further commemorative 
street naming.

Military and Aviation
First established by the Department of National 
Defense (DND) in 1898 for use as a rifle range, 
the base was redeveloped into an aerodrome and 
experimental photography station in 1920 and 
became one of the first six original air fields opened 
in Canada. Over time, the base grew until it totaled 
over 326 hectares (800 acres) at its peak. 

During World War II, the base was improved as a 
training facility as part of the British Commonwealth 
Air Training Plan, also providing aircraft testing and 
transport of mail to Europe. Immediately after the 
war, the first jet aircraft demonstration in Canada 
happened on the base. Following World War II, 
approximately 600 housing units were built to 
accommodate the short-term needs of returning 
military personnel. 

The shrinking presence of CFB Rockcliffe began 
in the 1960s, when the air operational facilities 
were vacated.  Since 1989, the base was reduced 
in size and occupancy and large portions were 
transferred from DND to other federal departments 
and agencies, including the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police (RCMP), the National Research Council, the 
National Capital Commission, the Canada Aviation 
Museum, and others. DND’s Maritime Helicopter 
Program, military housing requirements and related 
support functions located on the Base continued 
until 2004. 

Phase 1 of the redevelopment includes the following 
commemorative elements related to the aviation and 
military legacy of the site:

• Croissant Squadron Crescent: Military term
• Place Lysander Place: Historic aircraft
• Cercle Avro Circle: Historic aircraft manufacturer

Future phases will include additional commemorative 
elements.


